
Public 

Front to Back 2022 
Great stories for ages 7-11 

Fantasy 

The Thief who Sang Storms 

Sophie Anderson 

978147497906    Usborne: 2022    e-book available

Linnet is an Alkonot, part bird and part human. The humans on her island 

mistreat Alkonots and after her father is imprisoned Linnet decides to put things 

right, even if it means placing her own life in danger. Influenced by Russian 

folktales, this unusual fantasy is full of heart. 9+ 

Fantasy/Adventure 

Peanut Jones and the Illustrated City 

Rob Biddulph 

9781529040531    Macmillan: 2021 e-book available

A magic pencil takes Peanut Jones on an incredible adventure as she finds 

herself using her artistic skills to save a city from having the colour literally 

sucked out of it. Imaginative and beautifully illustrated, first in a series. 7+ 

Mystery/Adventure 

The Midnight Thief 

Sylvia Bishop 

9780702301483  Scholastic: 2021 

Who has stolen the Eldrida dragons? When everyone suspects Freya of stealing 

the priceless statues she sets out to track down the real culprit and clear her 

name. Set in a posh but crumbling girl’s boarding school, this is fast-moving and 

full of entertaining and eccentric characters. 9+ 

Adventure 

Leonora Bolt, Secret Inventor 

Lucy Brandt 

9780241436769   Puffin: 2022 e-book available

Leonora is bursting with great ideas for new inventions (How about magnetic 

cheese!) but first she has several mysteries to solve- why is her guardian, strict 

Uncle Olaf, keeping her a virtual prisoner on his island? And are her missing 

parents still alive? A funny illustrated adventure. 7+ 



 

 

Public 

Relationships/Humour 

 

Count 

Melvin Burgess 

9781783449880     Andersen Press: 2021                                            e-book available 

Brandon has boasted that he is going to count up to ten million. He can’t let his 

sister down by giving up, can he? Word of his crazy challenge gets out and events 

begin to spiral out of control as he finds himself becoming a national media 

sensation. Can Brandon keep his word to his sister and keep counting? 8+ 

 

Fantasy 

     

Diary of an Accidental Witch  

Honor and Perdita Cargill 

9781788953382       Little Tiger: 2021                                              

Bea Black is in trouble. Her father has accidentally enrolled her in a school for 

witches. Instead of learning tables she now finds herself learning to cast spells 

and ride broomsticks. Bea has never cast a spell in her life Can she make the 

grade without looking stupid in front of her new classmates?  First in a series.7+ 

  

Adventure/Historical 

The Week at World’s End 

Emma Carroll 

9780571332830  Faber: 2022                                                              e-book available 

There is a terrified American girl hiding in Stevie’s  garden shed. How did she 

get there, and who is she so afraid of? As Stevie tries to find out she uncovers 

some shocking secrets. Set in 1962 when the world seemed on the edge of 

nuclear war, this is a gripping mystery. 10+ 

 
     

Family/Relationships 

       

 

Maddy Yip’s Guide to Life 

Sue Cheung 

9781839130496     Andersen Press: 2021                                        e-book available 

What is Maddy Yip good at? The rest of her family all seem to have won 

trophies for something, but not Maddy. She decides to enlist her best friend Dev 

to find out where her talents lie. Unfortunately everything she tries, from baking 

to magic, has the same hilariously disastrous results. Warm-hearted fun, told in 

Maddy’s own words.9+ 



 

 

Public 

Supernatural        

            
    

Greta and the Ghost Hunters 

Sam Copeland 

9780241446386    Puffin: 2022                                                         e-book available 

Greta’s grandmother says that she can see ghosts. Greta knows that she is 

telling the truth and their house really is haunted but Greta’s mum thinks that 

Grandma is going bonkers. Greta has to show her Mum that Grandma is telling 

the truth but how can she persuade a house full of grumpy ghosts to reveal 

themselves? 8+ 

Animals/relationships 

The Bear who Sailed the World on an Iceberg 
Emily Critchley 

9781911427216     Everything with Words: 2021                                   

One day Patrick Jolly opens his freezer door and finds Monty, a surprisingly 

chatty but undeniably huge and hungry bear. Now Patrick has a problem- how 

can he hide (and feed) his huge new houseguest? To Patrick’s surprise it turns 

out that having a polar bear in the house can have unexpected benefits. 8+ 

  

Adventure/Spies 

 

Ollie Spark and the Accidental Adventure 

Gillian Cross 

9781788452397    David Fickling Books: 2022                                    e-book available 

Ollie thought he was just fixing his Aunt Caz’s camper van. Instead he finds 

himself stranded alone in a strange foreign city after his aunt is kidnapped. 

Luckily Ollie is not only great at fixing things, he also loves solving mysteries, 

and now he is off on his very own spy adventure.7+ 

 

Relationships 

    

      

The Secret Sunshine Project 

Benjamin Dean 

9781471199752   Simon & Schuster: 2022                                           e-book available        

Bea’s family really enjoyed the Pride festival in London, so when they are forced 

to move to a small village Bea decides that the best way to cheer the family up 

would be to start their own village Pride festival. Time for the Secret Sunshine 

Project! Unfortunately not everyone in the village is on their side.. A warm-

hearted story about family and friendship. 9+ 



 

 

Public 

Historical/Adventure 

While the Storm Rages 
Phil Earle 

9781839132056   Andersen Press: 2022                                         e-book available  

 

When Noah’s dad went off to fight the Nazis he made Noah promise to keep 

their family dog safe. Now the government wants dog-owners to have their dogs 

‘destroyed’ to help the war effort. Can Noah keep his promise to his dad and 

keep their beloved dog safe? Set in the Second World War, this is a modern 

‘Noah’s Ark’ adventure. 10+ 

 

Fantasy/Adventure 

  

Dragon Skin 

Karen Foxlee 

9781782692997   Pushkin: 2021                                                     e-book available 

How do you save a sick dragon? When Pip finds a tiny half-dead baby dragon 

she needs to find the answer quickly. It turns out that spaghetti helps, and as Pip 

nurses ‘Little Fella’ secretly back to health he becomes a welcome distraction 

from her difficult home life. Set in Australia, this is unusual story is sometimes 

grim but ultimately uplifting and positive. 10+ 

. 

Historical/Adventure 

The Runaways of Haddington Hall 

Vivian French 

9781406387537    Walker: 2021                                                    e-book available 

 

When Minnie O’Sullivan is sent to live behind the damp walls of Haddington 

Hall, a home for ‘wayward girls’, she finds that life is tough. Luckily Minnie is 

made of strong stuff, and she is soon making friends and hatching a plan to 

escape and reveal the true nature of the Hall. Set in Victorian times, this is a 

fast-paced adventure with a strong central character. 9+ 

 

 

Animals/Adventure 

 

The Lost Whale 

Hannah Gold 

99780008412944   HarperCollins: 2022                                         e-book available 

The author of the bestselling ‘The Last Bear’ returns, this time to the Pacific 

Ocean around California, for a riveting adventure about a lonely boy and the 

bond he forms with a grey whale called White Beak. Emotional and engaging 

but also thought-provoking.9+ 



 

 

Public 

Mystery/Humour 

 

Sleep-over Take-over 

Simon James Green 

9780702303630      Scholastic: 2022                                                    

Otis is really excited when he gets an invitation to one of Rocco Rococo’s 

legendary birthday parties. But this year something has gone wrong. Otis wakes 

up the next day to find himself surrounded by scenes of utter chaos. What 

happened? And why is his best friend Jagger missing? Laugh-out-loud 

craziness. 8+ 

 

Mystery 

 

The Good Turn 

Sharna Jackson 

9780241523599   Puffin:2022                                                                 

Why are there lights in the abandoned factory? Josephine and her friends, a 

group of do-gooders who call themselves the Copseys, decide to investigate. 

What they find is startling and a real test of their kindness. An enthralling story 

about friendship and helping others. 10+ 

 

 

Relationships/Animals 

 

The Hunt for the Nightingale 

Sarah Ann Juckes 

9781398510890   Simon & Schuster: 2022                                      e-book available        

Jasper’s parents have said that his beloved sister has gone to a ‘better place’. 

She is not the only thing missing. For the first time ever the nightingale that 

comes to his garden every year has failed to turn up. Jasper decides to go and 

find them, a journey that is full of surprising encounters with other people who 

have lost something. Emotional and uplifting. 9+ 

Adventure 

 

 

The Way to Impossible Island 

Sophie Kirtley 

9781526616302    Bloomsbury: 2021                                                   e-book available 
 

What would you do if you found a real live girl from the Stone Age, complete 

with fur clothes and a wolf companion? For a boy from the present the answer is 

get her back to her own time, but not before the unlikely companions almost 

drown and find themselves on the run across a mysterious island with a sinister 

pursuer on their heels. A fast-paced and exciting time-slip adventure. 9+ 



 

 

Public 

Family/Fantasy 

 

Seed 

Caryl Lewis 

9781529077667   Macmillan: 2022                                                     e-book available 

 

Marty's Grandad is always coming up with crazy ideas, like the tea-stirrer 250 

(which spills more tea than it stirs!) When he gives Marty a seed for his birthday, 

genuinely magical things really do start happening as Marty and Grandad grow 

a magical pumpkin which takes them on an unbelievable adventure. ‘Seed’ is a 

funny and heart-warming story all about hopes and wishes.8+ 

Fantasy 

 

The Colour of Hope 

Ross Mackenzie 

9781839132025   Anderson Press: 2022                                            e-book available 

 

Imagine a world where all the colour is banned on pain of death, leaving 

everything in depressing shades of grey. Into this world comes a girl called Hope 

with a spectacular secret- everything she touches bursts into vibrant colour. Now 

Hope is on a mission to bring colour back again, even if it puts her own life in 

danger. An imaginative and atmospheric fantasy adventure. 9+ 

 

Adventure/Fantasy 

     

The Chime Seekers 

Ross Montgomery 

9781406391190   Walker: 2021                                                             e-book available 

When an evil faerie steals his baby sister Yanni and his companions plunge 

headlong into the extraordinary and unsettling land of Fae to get her back. With 

time running out they find themselves forced to complete increasingly strange 

and challenging tasks to rescue the baby. An imaginative adventure full of 

fantastical places and creatures. 9+ 

Relationships/Animals 

 

The Last Firefox 

Lee Newbery 

9780241493533   Puffin: 2022                                                  

Charlie has been asked to look after a fox. That doesn’t sound too hard, except 

that the fox is a Firefox, who has a habit of bursting into flames at awkward 

moments and is being hunted by some very unpleasant characters indeed. Can 

Charlie find the courage to save him? 8+ 

 



 

 

Public 

Historical/Adventure 

 

The Ship of Cloud and Stars 

Amy Raphael 

9780241493533   Orion: 2021                                                       

1832. Nico is desperate to be a scientist but she is constantly told that science is 

only for boys Luckily her adventurous Aunt Ruth has other ideas and when Nico 

joins her crew she finds herself on an expedition to Sicily to track down some  

mythical seeds.  9+ 

Relationships 

The Lion Above the Door 

Onjali Rauf 

9781510106758   Orion: 2021 

 

When Leo Kim discovers his own name on a war memorial he is intrigued and 

decides to find out more. His detective work uncovers a whole chapter in history 

he knew nothing about, of people from other nations who fought for Britain in the 

Second World War. This latest story from a prize-winning author offers a 

fascinating glimpse into an overlooked story. 9+ 

 

 

 

Relationships 

 

Stuntboy, in the Meantime 

Jason Reynolds 

9781913311247 Knights of: 2021                                                    

Nobody knows but Portico Reeves is really a superhero called Stuntboy, whose 

mission is to keep other superheroes safe. He certainly has his hands full with 

his nemesis (and neighbour) Herbert Singletary the Worst, his parents 

constantly fighting and having to deal with his attacks of ‘the frets’. A distinctive, 

highly illustrated story about family and friendships. 8+ 

Relationships/Fantasy 

 

The Boy whose Wishes Came True 

Helen Rutter 

9780702300868   Scholastic: 2022                                                     

When Archie Crumb is granted nine wishes by his favourite footballer he is 

convinced that he is hallucinating until the first wish comes true. So how will he 

use his other eight wishes? For free ice-cream or to solve some of the many 

problems he faces at school and home? 9+ 

 



 

 

Public 

Adventure  

Ajay and the Mumbai Sun 

Varsha Shah 

9781913696337    Chicken House: 2022                                     

Would-be journalist Ajay and his friends chase down the scoop of the century, a 

story of corruption and crime that threatens to destroy homes and lives, in this 

fast-paced adventure set in modern Mumbai. 9+ 

 

 

Fantasy/Humour 

 

Loki: A Bad God’s Guide to Being Good 

Louie Stowell 

9781406399752   Walker: 2022                                                    e-book available 

Loki the trickster has played one prank too many and has been banished from 

Asgard to live on earth as a ‘normal’ eleven year-old boy, something he finds 

both deeply humiliating and really difficult. He records his experiences in a 

doodle-filled diary in this funny story that will appeal to ‘Wimpy Kid’ fans. 8+ 

 

Fantasy/Mystery 

The Howling Hag Mystery 

     

Nicki Thornton 

9781913322700    Chicken House: 2021                                     

 

Raven Charming is from a family of witches that has always kept their true 

nature secret.  When strange things start happening in the village of Twinhills 

and witches are blamed Raven knows that she is going to have to track down 

the true culprit if her family is to keep their secret. Luckily Nightshade the cat is 

on hand to help. An enjoyable mix of mystery and magic. 8+ 

 

Fantasy/Adventure 

Lightning Falls 

Amy Wilson 

  

 

9781529037876   Macmillan:: 2021                                                e-book available 

Valerie has lived in a haunted house since she was a baby, helping to scare the 

paying guests, but she isn’t really a proper ghost. When a mysterious white-

haired boy appears and tells her that he knows who she really is she is 

desperate to find out more. What she uncovers turns her whole life upside down. 

A magical mystery.9+ 

 


