Garrick’s Temple to Shakespeare, Hampton – Ideas for Teachers

We believe Garrick’s Temple to Shakespeare has the potential to be a wonderful resource for schools in the borough, providing stimulating opportunities for learning outside the classroom across a number of curriculum areas. This unique setting allows pupils of all ages to enjoy learning in an atmosphere that stimulates their interest, imagination and creativity. Below are suggestions for ways teachers can make use of this resource on their doorstep to support learning in different subject areas; they are not exhaustive so do come up with your own!

Art & Design

A visit to the temple can provide a stimulus for engaging visual arts projects, supporting the art & design curriculum across all key stages. The temple’s architecture and riverside setting provide opportunities to explore a range of starting points for practical work relating to the local landscape, while the exhibition inside the temple provides inspiration for imaginative work based around Shakespeare’s plays.

Activity ideas:

· Pupils use a range of media to record details of the temple’s architecture which they find interesting: sketches of the mouldings, rubbings of the brickwork, digital photographs of setting, diagrams of the different shapes, creating at least 3 images. Back at school, the whole class combine their drawings to create a collaborative collage recording different aspects of the temple.

· Pupils look at a selection of landscape paintings featuring river settings (these could be local scenes from Richmond’s Borough Art Collection or international works such as Monet’s paintings of the Seine), then create their own sketches of the Thames at Hampton which can be used as the basis for paintings back at school.

· Pupils explore the images of Garrick playing different Shakespearean roles displayed in the temple then imagine they are theatre designers and have been asked to create scenery and costume designs for a play of their choice. 

· David Garrick built his temple to celebrate Shakespeare, placing a statue of his hero for all to see. Pupils think about who they would like to celebrate and design a temple or statue, thinking about how their design might reflect their chose person’s particular qualities.

English

The temple can act as an inspiration for a range of creative writing tasks, and well as speaking and listening activities inspired by the scenes from Shakespeare displayed on the temple’s walls.

Activity ideas:

· Pupils explore the temple and its riverside setting, making a list of words to describe the sounds, textures, colours, and sensations they experience. These words are used as a starting point for individual or collaborative poetry.

· Pupils use a visit to the temple as inspiration for task exploring how writing style can be varied to suit different purposes. Pupils use their observations of the temple to write a description to be used:

a) for a brochure encouraging tourists to visit the temple

b) as the setting for a murder mystery story

c) in a letter to a newspaper encouraging people to protect the temple

· Pupils use Garrick’s admiration of Shakespeare as inspiration to think about their own favourite writers. Working in groups, they prepare presentations on what they admire about these writers and how they might be celebrated.

Citizenship

A visit to the temple to see Garrick’s statue to his hero Shakespeare can provide a starting point for class discussion about people they admire, historic or modern.

Activity ideas:

· Pupils explore the temple and discuss how Garrick chose to celebrate his hero Shakespeare and why. In 2002, Shakespeare came 10th in the BBC poll to find the 100 ‘Greatest Britons’. Looking at the rest of the ‘top 10’ (see www.greatest-britons.com), pupils discuss the different contributions of those on the list and think about who they would put add to the list if they were voting.

Drama and performing arts

The temple’s association with Shakespeare and with Garrick makes it an exciting setting for drama activities of all kinds.

Activity ideas:

· Pupils look at the pictures of Garrick performing different Shakespearean scenes. In groups, they chose one image then devise a piece of theatre imagining what is taking place.

· Pupils use the temple to act out scenes from plays they have been studying at school, or pieces they have devised themselves. Shakespeare is of course the obvious choice!

History

A trip to Garrick’s Temple allows pupils to discover a little-explored treasure as part of the KS2 requirement for a local history study. 

Activity ideas:

· Pupils use the display in the temple to find out about David Garrick, why he was famous and why he decided to build the temple at Hampton.  They look at the painting of Garrick and his wife taking tea on the lawn and write a postcard describing an imaginary visit to the Garricks. Activity sheets are available.

Maths

The temple’s classical architecture provides a great opportunity for children at KS1 and 2 to explore ideas of number, shape and space in a practical context.

Activity ideas:

· Shape: what shapes make up the temple? Pupils count the temple’s sides to identify its geometric shape and record the different shapes to create a plan and elevation of the temple, explore the idea of symmetry and reflection, and estimate the area of the temple. 

Specialist A level visits

The temple also provides a stimulating visit for pupils studying theatre studies or art history A level, particularly those studying architecture as part of their art history syllabus or those interested in the history of performance.

