


ABOUT SONG THRUSHES

The loud and proclaiming song thrush can be heard
throughout the year, but it is most noticeable in the
breeding season, especially before dawn and after
sunset. Clear, flute-like phrases and repetitions make
this one of our most charismatic native songbirds.

Song thrushes in Britain can be residents, summer
and winter visitors or passage migrants. Familiar
garden birds, they are found anywhere there is a
mixture of trees, bushes, hedges and clearings.
Birds characteristically hop and run across open
ground, foraging for worms, slugs, snails, other
invertebrates and in autumn/winter berries and fruit.

Snails form a special part of the song thrush’s diet; the
latest research suggests the birds only eat snails when
the ground has become too hard to dig worms out.
Broken shells often litter the ground around favourite
‘anvils’ habitually used to hammer snails open.

The song thrush builds mud-lined cup-shaped nests
low down in dense shrubs, creepers on walls or on
the ground amongst thick vegetation. Both parents

. help to raise two or three
broods (laying 3-5 blue,
black-spotted eggs) from
March to July.

SONG THRUSH
IN RICHMOND

Headstones at Grove Chapel
Cemetery make favoured song
thrush anvils, and at Kilmoray
Mausoleum pieces of York stone are left
for the thrushes. An old asbestos sheet used by a
song thrush along Teddington riverside was found
covered in almost 50 broken snail shells.

Generally the song thrush is doing well across
Richmond with birds breeding in parks, gardens
and other open spaces across the borough.

Places to visit where they are known to breed
include: Barnes Common and playing fields, the
Wetland Centre, Leg o’Mutton, Crane Park Island
and along the Crane River Corridor, Petersham,
Terrace Gardens, Ham & East Sheen Commons,
Hampton, and especially woodland areas of Bushy
and Richmond Parks.

Although widespread throughout Richmond one
of the best places to find song thrushes is
Ham Lands. Although records demonstrate
Ham Lands’ year round importance,

it is especially valued by the birds in
winter. Resident thrushes are joined

by continental birds which fly in to
overwinter. A standard walk undertaken
annually to count singing males
counted 17 territories in 2010.

FACT ABOUT SONG THRUSHES

Robert Browning portrayed the thrush’s
characteristic song:

That'’s the wise thrush;, he sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture

The first fine careless rapture!
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Places to see song thrushes

in Richmond Borough
(some host bird walks, check websites for details)
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Y Friends of Richmond Park:
Www.frp.org.uk

¥y Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew:
www.kew.org

/ i Yy The Royal Parks - Richmond Park

Q—?%\RT R DA J and Bushy Park: www.royalparks.org.uk
IHAMES 7l Yy Historic Royal Palaces - Hampton Court Palace:

X www.hrp.org.uk/HamptonCourtPalace
W WWT London Wetland Centre:
www.wwt.org.uk
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¥y Crane Park Island:
www.wildlondon.org.uk






