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aRTful 

2002 


Supported by the Hampton Fuel Allotment Charity 

INTRODUCTION 

‘aRTful’, held at Orleans House Gallery (26 September – 20 October 2002), 
showcased artistic excellence within LBRuT schools. Schools from across the 
borough submitted work by students ranging in age from Reception to Year 
11, a selection of which was displayed in the Stables gallery. The resulting 
exhibition provided a vibrant testament to the creativity and variety of work 
produced within art education in Richmond. 

Pupils at Darell Primary with their aRTful submissions 
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Participating Schools/Art Groups: 
Carlisle Infants School 
Chase Bridge Primary School 
Christ’s School 
Darell Primary School 
Grey Court School 
Hampton Junior School 
Hampton Wick Infant School 
Heathfield Junior School 
Lowther Primary School 
Orleans House Gallery After School Club 
Orleans Infant School 
Orleans Park School 
Russell School 
St Elizabeth’s RC Primary School 
St Mary’s and St Peter’s Primary School 
St Stephen’s School 
Stanley Infant School 
Strathmore School 
Teddington School 
Waldegrave School for Girls 
Westfields Primary School 

AIMS 

The gallery already enjoys a strong relationship with many local schools, who 
visit regularly to enjoy the changing programme of exhibitions and participate 
in specific, artist-led schemes and workshops. The aim of aRTful was 
essentially to take this involvement to a new level, inviting local schools to 
exhibit their own art work in the gallery and thus become the subjects of the 
exhibition as opposed to its consumers. 

OBJECTIVES 
• 	 To celebrate the variety and quality of art work produced in borough 

schools, promoting art education in LBRuT. 
• 	 To provide the young artists with an opportunity to exhibit their work in a 

public setting, fostering a sense of pride in their achievement and 
encouraging them in their artistic development. 

• 	 To create and reinforce relationships with local schools, which can be 
sustained and built upon through future projects. 

• 	 To increase awareness of the gallery as an educational and recreational 
resource among teachers, participating pupils and their families. 

• 	 To improve our understanding of the needs of the primary and secondary 
sectors, ensuring the continuation of adequate and relevant provision 
within the gallery programme. 
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FACILITATION 

Planning 
The project was devised by staff at Orleans House Gallery working in 
connection with the borough’s Advanced Skills Teachers in Art and Design 
Jan Gare (secondary sector) and Caroline Corker (primary sector). Funding 
was secured through the generous support of the Hampton Fuel Allotment 
Charity. 

All LBRuT schools were invited to register to participate. Registered schools 
then submitted up to twenty images, including both individual and 
collaborative projects. Approximately 250 submissions were received from the 
twenty participating schools (six secondary, fourteen primary). 

Selection took place at the gallery on 26th June. Tina Melbourne, Schools 
Curator at Tate Britain, was invited to lead the selection panel. She was joined 
by Curator Rachel Tranter and Advanced Skills Teachers in Art and Design, 
Jan Gare and Caroline Corker. Approximately 100 works (the maximum 
feasible in the Stables) were selected. All participating schools were 
represented in the selection. Schools were informed of the selection and the 
art works were delivered to the gallery over the summer. Where appropriate 
the works were framed and mounted, ready for hanging in the Stables. 

Installation 
Installation took place 22nd-26th September. Pupils and teachers from 
participating schools and members of the Octagon Art Club assisted gallery 
staff in hanging the exhibition, gaining an insight into the installation process. 
Avoiding any chronological system of development from youngest to oldest, 
hanging scheme sought to integrate works by pupils of all ages, presenting 
them as works to be viewed on an equal footing. 

A special display featuring the National Children’s Art Awards 2002 (Artworks) 
complemented the final selection and included the Orleans House Gallery and 
Clarendon School award winning project Animal Farm 2001. 

Private View 
A private view was held 5-7pm on 26th September. Many of the exhibiting 
artists attended, along with their families and teachers. The exhibition was 
officially opened by the Mayor, Councillor Douglas Orchard, who was so 
impressed by the calibre of the work on display that he took the opportunity to 
select a number of the pieces to be displayed in the Mayor’s Parlour following 
the close of the exhibition. 
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The Exhibition 
The resulting exhibition was well attended, with approximately 1000 visitors 
over the period. The works displayed included sculpture, collage, textiles and 
computer generated art as well as drawing and painting.  

Westfields Primary School – Year 4 project 

Carlisle Infants School – Year 2      Teddington School – Year 10 

Despite the variety of ages and media, the exhibition was bound by some 
interesting recurring themes. Unsurprisingly, given that it was jubilee year, 
many of the works celebrated the Queen or dealt with themes of monarchy or 
British heritage in general. 
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Lowther Primary School – Year 6        St Mary’s and St Peter’s – Art Club 

Many of the works showed the results of the students’ encounters with key 
figures in the development of modern art, including Van Gogh, Picasso, 
Matisse, Mondrian and Klee. 

St Elizabeth’s RC Primary School – Reception   Grey Court School – Year 11 

Other works showed the students getting to grips with visual cultures from 
outside the western tradition. 
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    Waldegrave School – Year 10           Christ’s School – Year 10 

EVALUATION 

Evaluation took the form of consultation with teachers and students from 
participating schools. Feedback was in general extremely positive from 
participants and visitors alike.  

Sophie Hewett, Head of Art at Waldegrave, commented that the project was 
“extremely well organised from every angle” and felt that “the students really 
benefited and felt great pleasure in seeing their work on display,” suggesting 
that to hold a similar exhibition regularly would be a good idea and concluding 
that she did not have a single criticism of the project. 

Brian Thompson, Headteacher at Darell Primary School, said it was a ‘brilliant 
experience for the children to see their work curated and displayed well’ and 
added that the exhibition had been particularly valuable in introducing the 
gallery to families living in Kew, for whom it is slightly off the beaten track. 
Loretta Roncone, of St Mary’s and St Peter’s Primary School, echoed these 
comments, highlighting the excitement the students had felt at seeing their 
work exhibited in public. 

Caroline Corker, Advanced Skills Teacher for Art and Design (Primary sector), 
of Hampton Junior School, described the project as ‘one of the most important 
and valuable initiatives in art and design, that has involved borough schools, 
to date’(for full comments, see attached report). 

Suzie Mitchell, Orleans House Gallery after school club co-ordinator 
welcomed the opportunity for children’s art to be displayed as part of the 
exhibition programme, ‘the children responded really positively to seeing their 
“aliens” in the gallery as well as the work of other children their age, 
particularly the sculpture’. 
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Positive Outcomes: 

For the participating students: 
• 	 Recognition of artistic achievement as exhibiting artists participating in 

public exhibition; experience of seeing work displayed and appreciated 
in a wider context. 

• 	 Certificate of Excellence to be included in the Record of Achievement.  
• 	 Increased awareness of the gallery as a resource and venue for 

creativity. 

For the participating schools: 
• 	 Wider recognition of excellence in art and design in borough schools. 
• 	 Increased awareness of the gallery as an educational resource and 

potential partner for future projects. 
• 	 Opportunity to work on collaborative project with other schools, 

strengthening links between art educators in the borough.  
• 	 Opportunity to develop an ongoing relationship and new projects with 

the Arts Service and Orleans House Gallery. 

For Orleans House Gallery: 
• 	 A successful and well-received exhibition with direct relevance to the 

local community. 
• 	 Awareness of the gallery raised among pupils and their families. 
• 	 Closer links established schools, laying the basis for future 

collaborative projects. 
• 	 Opportunity to display the work of the after school club alongside 

submissions from schools and to develop programming of work by 
children which appeals to younger audiences. 

Areas to learn from: 
• 	 Importance of careful consideration to timing of school holidays when 

planning exhibitions working with schools. 
• 	 Develop potential for Inset training/skills sharing. 

Projects resulting from the aRTful exhibition: 
‘aRTful’, and the contacts made through the exhibition, has contributed to a 
number of further projects: 

• 	 The Mayor’s Parlour exhibition: 
Councillor Douglas Orchard, who officially opened aRTful, decided to 
incorporate selected works from the exhibition in his changing program of 
works to be displayed in the Mayor’s Parlour throughout his term in office. 
Eleven works from a variety of schools were selected by the mayor at the 
private view. Following the close of aRTful, these works were transferred 
to the Mayor’s Parlour where they were displayed 24 October – 2nd 

December. On 19th November the participating artists were invited with 
their parents and teachers to view the display. 
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The exhibition in the Mayor’s Parlour exposed the students’ work to a new 
audience, allowing the pictures to be enjoyed in a prestigious space within 
the community. The Mayor commented that he, and visitors to the Parlour, 
were ‘much impressed’ by the young artists’ work. 

• The Alpha and Omega Project: 
This project has been devised to tie in with the gallery’s Duncan Grant 
exhibition to be held December 2003 – February 2004. Inspired by the 
Omega workshops which, influenced by avant-garde developments in the 
visual arts on the continent, created unique designs for furniture, 
furnishings and household goods, young people will be involved in 
creating a similar range of items under the guidance of an artist. The items 
created will then be exhibited alongside the Duncan Grant exhibition. Both 
the schools involved in the project, Waldegrave School for Girls and St 
Mary’s and St Peter’s Primary School, were involved in aRTful. While the 
gallery had previously worked with Waldegrave on a National Children’s 
Art Day project, aRTful played a vital role in establishing the relationship 
between the gallery and St Mary’s and St Peter’s. Impressed by the 
innovation and creativity of the submissions received from the school, we 
were keen to invite St Mary’s and St Peter’s to collaborate in this exciting 
project. 

• Art House 
Art House Open Studios is a regular feature on the visual art calendar in 
Richmond; local artists open their homes and studios for three weekends a 
year and invite the public to view their work. The event is co-ordinated by 
LBRuT Arts Services. This year it was decided to extend the scope of the 
scheme by inviting schools to open their doors to the public so that more 
people could enjoy the art work produced by their students. Building on the 
partnership established during aRTful, Stanley Infant and Nursery School 
decided to participate and opened its doors on Wednesday 11th June. The 
Mayor attended the opening, and visitors and students alike enjoyed the 
occasion. 
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Conclusion 

The aRTful exhibition provided a valuable experience for all those involved; 
the gallery, the teachers and above all the young people whose work was 
displayed. Beyond this, it provided a useful starting point for future 
collaborations between the gallery and local schools, ensuring that the gallery 
continues to serve the community in significant ways. 

ARTful demonstrates the importance of integrated programming in developing 
audiences and sustainable partnerships. The professional and equitable 
treatment of artwork by children and young people is crucial to achieving 
creativity in the curriculum and increased participation in cultural learning. 
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