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Just imagine 
your journey... 

You are currently in school 
studying several GCSEs 
including maths and English 
and are also attending your 
local college enjoying the City & 
Guilds level 1 Hair and beauty or 
Construction crafts in brickwork. 

The level 2 course you are 
considering now is a BTEC L2 
Diploma in Beauty therapy or 
Construction brickwork. See the 
courses on page 10.

When you have achieved your 
level 2 qualification, you can 
choose from another range of 
qualifications at level 3: 
•	 equivalents to A levels; or
•	 an apprenticeship with a local 
employer? See page 14. General 

qualifications

Applied 
qualifications

Work-based 
qualifications

e 	 Entry level (1-3)

1 	 Level 1

3 	 Level 3

4+ Level 4 and above

2 	 Level 2

Key

•	 The map shows a range of different qualifications available
•	 The three coloured lines show the different types of learning you can follow: 			 
	 general, applied and work-based qualifications
•	 In your journey you can ‘jump lines’ to progress up the levels (see example on the left) 
•	 The different qualifications shown can all lead to further study or a range of different 		
	 career and life opportunities

Speak to your school or 
college for more advice 
on what is the best route 
for you and what is 
needed to progress to a 
higher level.

This is a rough guide to equivalent qualifications at different levels. Qualifications may be subject to change. This is not an exhaustive list. Many schools and colleges have flexible entry requirements depending on the individual student. Remember that some of these routes can be followed while you are working or training. 

BTEC L4 HNC
Equivalent to intermediate level 

qualifications

BTEC L5 HND
Equivalent to Foundation Degree

BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma
Equivalent to 1 A level

BTEC L3 Extended Diploma
Equivalent to 3 A levels

14-19 Advanced Diploma
Equivalent to 3.5 A levels

BTEC L2 Extended 
Certificate

Equivalent to 2 GCSEs A*-C

BTEC L2 Diploma
Equivalent to 4 GCSEs A*-C

14-19 Higher Diploma
Equivalent to 7 GCSEs A*-C

BTEC L1 Certificate
Equivalent to 2 GCSEs D-G

BTEC L1 Diploma
Equivalent to 4 GCSEs D-G

GCSEs D-G

A Level

Degrees

Advanced Apprenticeship Higher Apprenticeship

International Baccalaureate 
Available at Richmond upon Thames College only

Apprenticeship

GCSEs A*-C

14-19 Foundation Diploma
Equivalent to 5 GCSEs D-G

Entry level BTEC Certificate, 
Award or Diploma

BTEC L3 Diploma
Equivalent to 2 A levels


