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 "Working with the community and the Council to deliver a development which will revitalise the
riverside and Twickenham the way the Lido did 70 years ago."

proposed site layout

development priorities

3D animation 

Trees
Mature Hornbeams at the 
rear of the site, which are 
currently obscured should be 
given more prominence and 
impact further strengthened 
by infill planting

to 

Richmond

Marble 

Hill Park

The 
White 
Swan

York 
House

riverside 
walk

riverside residential townhouses
on the river. a local precidenttimeless cobbled lanes 

intensively used and
popular existing riverside

green

the site

existing Twickenham
centre?

end of riverside walk 
from Richmond

back of King 
St. requires 
screening/ 
improvement

existing parking and highway 
seperates river frontage

existing Horse Chestnut 
trees characterise river 
frontage and should be retained
if possible

access and deliveries 
to Eel Pie Island must 
be maintained

Eel Pie Island

boatyards and industrial heritage

River Thames (upstream)

River Thames (downstream)

metropolitan 
open land

Church St - good example of 
traffic calming pedestrian 
friendly street

green riverfront
enclosed public gardens

busy road restricts
pedestrian access to river

Twickenham 
train station

to Reading

to London Waterloo

typical riverside 
cut through

 rugby stadium

Key Corner
This corner of the 
site sits on the 
corner of key 
pedestrian routes 
and sight lines.  
Views of the river 
from this corner are 
the most dramatic.

Activity zone
Key point of access to the river

Continuous Public Realm
Existing riverside car parking divides the site from the river. It 
should be moved to create continuous public realm from river 
through to the site.  Landscaping methods should give priority 
to the pedestrian over the car

Rear service road  
Currently a low grade streetscape. Planting 
works and additional access points should 
be considered to improve the feel of the 
road.  The road provides an opportunity for 
access from the rear of the site, eliminating 
cars on the site and reducing riverside traffic.  
The future opportunity to allow access from/ 
to water lane should be maintained - this 
could eliminate the riverside through road.

Topography
Levels step up away from river, 
allowing for more interesting 
modelling and strengthening of 
streetscape.  Topography also allows 
for terracing and a sense of enclosure 
of proposed public open space

Streetscape
focus of views to/from river 
could be improved by  an 
enhanced streetscape

Existing playground & cafe
This is a popular and well used 
facility. A replacement for this space 
should be included in any scheme.  
Existing users should play an active 
role in the recreation of the 
replacement facility.

Topography
Opportunity for 
service elements 
and cars to be 
hidden from the 
public open space

Flooding
The site lies in the flood plain of the 
Thames. The upper part of the site is 
protected by a river wall which can be 
maintained by re-profiling. The higher land 
to the rear will be suitable for residential 
development.

Trees 

Every effort should be made to improve the chances of survival 
of the diseased Horse Chestnut trees by the Embankment.  

Riverside Green

The riverside green directly opposite 
the site is currently a well used and 
popular public space which slopes 
down towards the river.  There is an 
opportunity to extend the feel of the 
existing green into the proposal. The 
natural topography of the site allows 
for the site to be modelled in such a 
way as to provide good views of the 
river.

analysis TWICKENHAM RIVERSIDE GREEN
The existing riverside green is the only green public space by the river in the town. It is extremely popular 
and used by many in the summer months for leisure and recreation. The scheme extends this green 
riverbank and utilises the natural topography of the site allowing the 'Green' to wrap over the river centre. 
This will provide higher level views of the river and will be a fun and exciting space for all to use. The public 
open space is very similar in scale to the much loved Richmond Riverside terraces by Quinlan Terry.

DEFINING A NEW HEART TO TWICKENHAM
The aim of this proposal was to maximise the public open space. The new river centre and play area will 
create a new activity hub and help define a new key landmark in the area. The housing will overlook the 
public open space creating a safe and active environment for all to use. 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY
The play area will be integrated into the landscape and will provide fun learning activities focusing on 
riparian and boating themes. The process of the river will be played out both through the building and the 
landscaping. The Cafe will overlook the play area ensuring good surveillance and allow parents to meet 
and enjoy refreshment. 

RIVER AESTHETIC
The gently sloping grass roof of the River Centre will minimise the perceived built footprint of the 
development. The facades will take the aesthetic of the boatyards opposite on Eel Pie island with glazed 
and timber screens. There will be internal views into the workshops and exhibition spaces, between the 
café and the play space as well as dramatic views out onto the river.

The housing will be a contemporary interpretation of the houses at Riverside, Twickenham. In the same 
way they will have bays, balconies, raised terraces above the floodline, creating subtle defensible private 
open space. Similarly, balconies and terraces will have extensive shrubs and climbers linking the built 
environment with riverside arcadia.

PARKING
All the existing residential and business parking bays will be maintained. The majority of the riverside 
parking will be moved to the rear along the service road with pedestrian access through the public open 
space. New car free public open space will be provided along the river frontage and priority will be given to 
pedestrians rather than vehicular access. The existing road along the embankment will be reduced in width 
in certain areas to create a safe 'Homezone' approach. The new housing will have 1no. designated parking 
space per dwelling and the apartments will have 6no. spaces for 14 apartments.

SUSTAINABLITY
Providing a sustainable development was one of the key objectives of the design. The River Centre has 
evolved from the first principles of sustainable design. Orientation and structure were influential on the 
design. The high thermal mass structure has a solid crushed recycled concrete gabion wall to the North 
with no openings. The South and West facade is primarily glazed walls with solar screening. The river 
centre will achieve a BREEAM 'Excellent' rating. The housing will acheive a minimum Code for Sustainable 
Homes level 3 with 20% renewbles.

TREES & LANDSCAPING
The exsiting mature hornbeams to the rear of the site will be retained as will the mature horse chestnuts 
along the embankment. It is intended that these be aerated to try and revive the roots where retaining walls 
and parking bays have previously encroached.

Biodiverse sustainable riverbank appropriate landscaping is compliable with the ethos of the whole 
development. The landscaping will also be closely integrated with the play area, incorporating wood rush, 
reed filled rain garden, pollarded white willows, run off retention and bio filters. The recently constructed 
brick defence wall will be replaced with a biodeverse riverside vegetation. This new park will now extend 
from the housing across the reduced access road down to the river.

TWICKENHAM RIVER CENTRE: 1020 sqm GIA

66sqm3 No      2B4P FLATS

188sqm6 No      4BED HOUSES
163.5sqm9 No      3BED HOUSES

45sqm11 No    1B2P FLATS
3 No      1B2P WHEELCHAIR

   ADAPTABLE FLATS

52sqm

RESIDENTIAL MIX:

components of the scheme:

 TOTAL AREA - 3495sqm

TOTAL UNITS - 32 (14 No SMALL UNITS - 43%)


