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  Unchained Memories:  
            Slave Narratives 
 
A compilation drawn from a 
collection of more than 2000 
interviews with former slaves 
conducted by the American 
government's Works Progress 
Administration during the 
1930s and known as the Slave 
Narrative Collection. 
Former slaves describe   
their personal experiences  
of living in slavery in the 
United States.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
    Soul Survivors 
       The definitive anthology  
       of female slave narratives 
 
Black women born into  
slavery tell it like it really  
was. Their own words  
record the suffering and 
oppression they endured  
during their enslavement 
Edited by the author  
Marcia Williams. 
 
 

 
 
Also: 
  
Annie L Burton  Women’s Slave Narratives 
     True stories of endurance and survival, an “unflinching account of the black experience of slavery. 
 
Norman Yetman, ed. When I was a slave: memoirs         
     Personal accounts collected by the Federal Writers’ Project for the Library of Congress. 
 
 
Please see the Biographies list for individual accounts. 
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