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Adam Hochschild 
    Bury the Chains:  
    the British struggle to  
    abolish slavery 
 
Fortunes were made from the 
slave trade in eighteenth century 
Britain but by 1788 the political 
and social mood was changing. 
“Carefully researched, elegantly 
written, stirring and 
unforgettable”. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Richard Reddie 
    Abolition! The struggle to 
    abolish slavery in  
    the British Colonies 
 
An assessment of the historical, 
economic and social importance 
of the traffic in human souls and 
the modern legacies of the 
slave trade. 
 

 

 

 
William St Clair 
    The Grand Slave Emporium: 
    Cape Coast Castle and the 
    British Slave Trade 
 
Built by the Swedes in 1653,  
the castle still stands, much  
as it was in the heyday of the 
slave trade when used as a 
warehouse-dungeon for  
goods human and inanimate.. 
 

 

 

 
Steven M. Wise 
    Though the Heavens  
     May Fall…. 
 
The slave James Somerset  
was baptised in London in 1771 
and when his owner sought to 
deport him to Jamaica his 
godparents obtained a writ of 
habeus corpus to prevent it.  
The trial became a test case of 
English law versus that of the 
Colonies and attracted great 
public attention. 
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Also: 
 
 
David Dabydeen  Oxford Companion to Black British History 
 
Michael Jordan  The Great Abolition Sham: the true story of the end of the British Slave Trade 
 
James Walvin  Black Ivory: a history of British slavery 
 
James Walvin  A Short History of Slavery   
 
 
 


