London Borough of Richmond upon Thames Unitary Development Plan Review Modifications Inspector’'s Report
Final Report

CHAPTER 3 IMPLEMENTATION

Policy/Para IMP 2 Mixed
uses
Modification ref: D/IMP2/04

Issue

Remote working is already very important in the Borough. It will increase in importance over the next
few years and the door should be left open.

Inspector’s appraisal and conclusion

3.1. While in the LPA's view remote working is important it considers the telecottage concept to be
most appropriate in rural locations and not locally relevant. There is a clear difference between the LPA
and the objector as to the extent of and scope for teleworking, with neither party offering any objective
evidence. However, in paragraph 4.8 the Plan supports small live/work units. I consider it would be
advantageous for Policy IMP 2 itself to refer to such provision. In my view that should not be limited to
new development but could also embrace change of use where appropriate. 1 shall recommend
accordingly.

RECOMMENDATION

3.2. I recommend that Policy IMP 2 be modified to include reference to both the
construction of, and change of use to, live/work units.

Policy/Para IMP 3 Provision of Planning Advantage
Modification ref:  D/IMP3/01

Issue

The Policy is an incorrect interpretation of Circular 1/97; it should be replaced by wording from Paragraph
7 of the Circular.

Inspector's appraisal and conclusion

3.3. I find the Policy embraces a formidable shopping list of possible benefits and leaves the reference
to Circular 1/97 to the justification in paragraph 4.10. In my view a reference to the criteria by which
benefits may be sought should be made in the Policy itself and I shall so recommend.

RECOMMENDATION

3.4. 1Irecommend that the UDP be modified by D/IMP3/01, subject to the insertion of 'in
accordance with the criteria in paragraph 7 of Circular 1/97' after 'land use planning
terms' and the omission of the closing bracket at the end of the first sentence.
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Modification ref:  D/IMP3/04
Issue
The modification does not clarify the policy.
Inspector's appraisal and conclusion
3.5. In my view the modification is more usefully explicit than the rather theoretical original wording

and I support it.

RECOMMENDATION
3.6. Irecommend that the UDP be modified by D/IMP3/04.

Policy/Para IMP 4 Environmental
Assessment
Modification ref: D/IMP4/01

Issue
The Policy is unclear and should quote Circular 2/99.

Inspector's appraisal and conclusion

3.7.  While the provisions of the Circular are referred to in the justification I consider the Policy itself
would be clarified and strengthened by citing the Circular. I shall recommend accordingly.

RECOMMENDATION

3.8. I recommend that the UDP be modified by D/IMP4/01, subject to the addition of
reference to Circular 2/99.
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